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After nearly three years of planning, we are
excited to welcome you to our Dakota Bison
Symposium. Who knew when we began to talk
about the importance of the national mammal and
the conservation efforts involved in its restoration
to Native and federal lands, that national travel
restrictions caused by a worldwide pandemic
would postpone or even threaten cancellation of
this symposium? The perseverance of our
sponsors, institutions, and planning committee,
however, overcame any and all obstacles. We are
now delighted to have you with us for this
educational experience.
 
We join with our sponsors, our institutions, and
the whole symposium planning committee, to offer
a heartfelt North Dakota welcome to you. Please
enjoy your learning opportunities here and the
time you spend in the North Dakota Heritage
Center and State Museum. We have a well-
packed schedule over the next three days. Day
One you will learn about the changing role of
bison from Pleistocene time until the present, as
well as its cultural significance to our Native
citizens. Day Two you'll have the opportunity to
experience “where the buffalo [did] roam,” and
where they remain. Day Three we will be back at
the North Dakota Heritage Center and State
Museum for hands-on interactive opportunities,
gallery excursions, and interactions with
participants. We hope you will enjoy your learning
experience with us, and thank you for joining us. 

bscdakotabison.com

Thank you to our Planning Partners!

Sponsored by:

Partner Sponsor

This project is supported in part by a grant from 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 

Welcome!

Dakota Bison Symposium Planning Committee

in-Kind Sponsor



Let's join together in acknowledging that the North Dakota Heritage Center and State
Museum, here on the North Dakota Capitol complex, occupies a tiny portion of Nuptadi
ancestral homeland. The Nuptadi, or “East side People,” make up a portion of the "People of
the First Man” known collectively as the Nueta. Also know as the Mandan, they live, trade and
travel here and have since time immemorial.

Here, too, the Nueta flourished—raising corn, beans, squash, and sunflowers nourishing their
families and trading garden produce with other Nations up and down the Missouri River until
numbers were ravaged by European diseases. Part of the Nueta continued existence strategy
was the utilization of wild and cultivated plants and animals for sustenance, as well as
medicine, to sustain themselves physically and mentally. 

We further acknowledge that the boundary of what is today recognized as North Dakota
shares portions of ancestral homelands of Apsaalooke, Assiniboine, Cheyenne, Nuxbaaga,
Nueta, Oceti Sakowin, Ojibwe and Sahnish. Working cooperatively, we can learn from their
stewardship of the land while sharing our heritages in friendship.

Land Acknowledgement

Dr. Larry C. Skogen became president of Bismarck State College on March 1, 2007. He
was the college’s sixth CEO during its 69-year history. He holds degrees from Dickinson
State University (B.S. in secondary education), Central Missouri State University,
Warrensburg (M.A. in history) and Arizona State University, Tempe (Ph.D. in history).
Throughout his career, Dr. Skogen has been involved in education as a high school
teacher, as a college instructor, and as an administrator in a variety of military and civilian
institutions, including the United States Air Force Academy. Skogen is the author of a legal
history of federal Indian policy that was published by the University of Oklahoma Press in
1996, as well as articles and reviews in historical journals. He is currently President
Emeritus of Bismarck State College. Skogen is a native of Hettinger, N.D.

Moderators

Dr. Larry C. Skogen
 

Erik Holland attended UND and received a BA in anthropology and archaeology, and a MA
in History with Certificates in Museum Studies and Public History from the University of
Wisconsin—Milwaukee.  He is the Curator of Education with the State Historical Society of
North Dakota (SHSND). He was recognized as the Environmental Educator of the Year in
2018. In more than forty years educating and interpreting objects and places for the public,
Erik has worked at historic sites and museums in North Dakota, Wisconsin, Virginia, and
Minnesota, including Fort Clark State Historic Site and Knife River Indian Villages National
Historic Site. The interplay and tension that is necessary to provide quality interpretive
programming dealing with difficult cultural issues interests Holland. Helping audiences
appreciate cultural stories from various perspectives, using landscapes, objects, and hands-
on opportunities to engage them, has been his work.

Erik Holland
SHSND



Thursday, June 23, 2022 (ND Heritage Center and State Museum)
Welcome, Erik Holland, Land Acknowledgement7:45 am

8:00 am

8:45 am

9:30 am

10:00 am

Bison: From Whence They Come 
Jon Eagle Sr., Standing Rock Sioux Tribe

Why Does the Bison Matter? 
Dan Flores, A. B. Hammond Professor Emeritus of the History of the
American West at the University of Montana-Missoula

Break

Bison: A Journey Through Deep Time
Dr. Chris Widga, Eastern Tennessee University

10:45 am Cultural and Historical Significance of the American Bison
Dakota Goodhouse, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, United Tribes Technical
College

12:45 pm Destruction of the Bison
Andrew C. Isenberg, University of Kansas

1:30 pm

Arnell D. Abold, Oglala Lakota (Sioux), Tanka Resilient Agriculture 

Corissa Busse, The Nature Conservancy
Brendan Moynahan, National Park Service/Dept. of Interior's Bison 

Return of the Bison: A Panel Discussion
Moderated by Erik Holland, SHSND

      Company (TRAC), a Tanka Fund Company

      Working Group
3:00 pm Break

3:30 pm

Dr. Michael Lebeau, Sanford Health
Taylor Syvertson, Ending Hunger 2.0 Director, Great Plains Food Bank
Former Chairman Mike Faith, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe

Bison and Healthy Indian Communities: A Panel Discussion
Moderated by Dr. Larry C. Skogen, President Emeritus, Bismarck State College

7:00 pm
Bring Them Home (documentary)
Iniskim (fiction film)

Film Viewing

Produced by Daniel Glick, Filmmaker

12:00 pm June 24/ Day 2 Field Trip Synopsis - Francie Berg, author

11:30 am Lunch - Catered by Harvest Catering & Events Missouri River Events 
Center

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

5:30 pm Reception - Catered by United Tribes Technical College

6:15 pm Dance and Native Flute by Kevin Locke

Northern Lights Atrium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

Russell Reid Auditorium

12:30 pm June 25/Day 3 Breakdown - Erik Holland, SHSND Russell Reid Auditorium

Dr. Doug Jensen, President, Bismarck State College 
Dr. Bill Peterson, Director, SHSND
Dr. Leander "Russ" McDonald, President, United Tribes Technical College

Virtual Presentation



Friday, June 24, 2022 (Field Trip)

Saturday, June 25, 2022 (ND Heritage Center and State Museum)

  7:15 am

7:45 am

9:15 am – 9:45 am

9:30 am – 9:45 am

11:30 am – 12:00 pm

12:20 pm – 1:00 pm

1:45 pm – 2:30 pm

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm

4:25 pm – 4:55 pm

5:30 pm – 6:45 pm

7:00 pm

10:30 pm

CT

CT

MT

MT

MT

MT

MT

MT

MT

MT

MT

CT

Participant Check-in

Buses depart Heritage Center

Kokomo Sculpture Gallery
Petrified Park - (drive by)
Shadehill Buffalo Jump 
Lunch at Shadehill Recreation Area
Jim Strand’s buffalo herd (participants stay on buses)
Hiddenwood Hunt historic site
Last Stand Sitting Bull Hunt
Dinner in Hettinger, Dakota Buttes Museum
Buses depart

Buses arrive back in Bismarck

Activities and Exhibits
Scavenger Hunt
Bison Art Exhibit

Buffalo Sheet Music 
Historic Bison Images 

Tipis and Bull Boat
Lakota Winter Count

Bison Coloring Sheets
 

Programs 
Parts is Parts

Beacon Island
Bison use at Double Ditch

Bison Cart

Presenter
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Fox
 
 

Erik Holland
Doug Wurtz
Erik Holland
Dani Stuckle

Venue
Galleries
Classrooms
Paaverud Gallery
Great Plains Theater
Prairie Amphitheater
Prairie Amphitheater
Missouri River Event Center

Prairie Amphitheater
Innovation Gallery & Early People
Cyclorama

Kokomo Sculpture Gallery Shadehill Buffalo Jump Dakota Buttes Museum

10:00 am 
11:00 am
12:00 pm

TBD 



Leander “Russ” McDonald, PhD, is an enrolled member of the Spirit Lake Dakota
Nation and a proud descendant of the Sahnish and Hidatsa Nations. Dr. McDonald has
worked in higher education for over 17 years as a researcher and administrator. He has
served as the President of United Tribes Technical College since 2015 and previously
served as Chaiman for the Spirit Lake Nation. Past positions include the Vice President of
Academic Affairs for Cankdeska Cikana Community College and Assistant Professor at
the Center for Rural Health at the University of North Dakota School of Medicine and
Health Sciences. Much of his published research is focused on Native elders’ health risk
and disparities, American Indian veterans’ access to healthcare, and American Indians
behavior risk factors. During his tenure as the Spirit Lake Chairman, he provided three
national testimonies in support of child protection legislation, disparities, and the
resources necessary to bring parity to tribal systems. McDonald is a veteran of the U.S.
Army. He resides in Bismarck, ND with his wife Francine, and their two grandchildren, Isis
and Taylor.

Dr. Leander “Russ”
McDonald, United Tribes

Technical College

Welcome

Dr. Douglas Jensen
Bismarck State

College

Dr. Douglas J. Jensen became the seventh president of Bismarck State College on July
1, 2020, in the midst of both a global pandemic and the college’s transition to a
polytechnic institution. His extensive experience in public/private partnerships and
workforce development initiatives, in creating higher education pathways with K-12, and in
navigating higher ed fiscal challenges and opportunities have been valuable in creating a
polytechnic educational model at BSC that engages students and industry with hands-on,
applied learning to develop workplace-ready knowledge, skills and degrees.
Since becoming president at BSC, Dr. Jensen and his team have been successful in
strengthening business and industry partnerships, developing new certificate, associate
and degree programs, and in securing funding for a polytechnic education facility on the
BSC campus. 

Bill Peterson is the Director of the State Historical Society of North Dakota and also the 
North Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer. Prior to his work in North Dakota, 
Dr. Peterson was the Vice President of Collections and Education and Northern Division
Director of the Arizona Historical Society. From 2005–2011, Peterson served as Curator of
Interpretation with the Montana Heritage Commission. While in Montana, Dr. Peterson
received the first Save Our History Grant awarded in Montana by the History Channel. He is
the author of numerous articles and is the recipient of a Leadership in History Award from the
American Association for State and Local History. Bill has a MA in Museum Studies and a
PhD in American Culture Studies and has worked in the museum profession since 1991. Dr. Bill Peterson, SHSND

On campus, you will find Dr. Jensen where the students are. He and his wife Karen love
attending student events and activities and cheering on the Mystics throughout the year. The
Jensens have two grown sons, and, when they aren’t on campus, they are finding new ways
to engage with the community or exploring the outdoors with their dog, Oliver. 



Jon Eagle Sr.

8:00 am - Bison: From Whence They Came

Jon Eagle Sr., is a nationally known consultant with over 32 years of experience serving
children, families and communities. He has over 24 years of experience consulting with tribal,
state and federal child and family service agencies. Mr. Eagle is considered an expert on
Systems of Care, the Wraparound Process, Cultural Competency, Leadership, Equine
Therapy and Therapeutic Horsemanship. He has done numerous trainings at tribal, state and
national conferences across the United States and Canada. He has served on numerous
tribal, state and national advisory boards. He currently serves as the Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.

8:45 am - Why Does the Buffalo Matter?
From his book American Serengeti: “[T]his single animal’s end-game exemplifies the whole 
declensionist story of the relationship between Americans and nature over the past five 
centuries.”

Dan Flores is a native of Louisiana and currently a resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico. He
has written for the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the Chicago Tribune, and
numerous magazines. He is the author of ten books, most recently American Serengeti: The
Last Big Animals of the Great Plains, the Stubbendieck Distinguished Book Prize winner in
2017, and Coyote America: A Natural and Supernatural History, which is a New York Times
Bestseller, winner of the Sigurd Olson Nature Writing Award, and a 2017 Finalist for PEN
America’s E. O. Wilson Prize in Literary Science Writing. His current project, “Wild New
World: America’s Animals Confront Humanity” is a big history of the human/wild animal story
and will be published by W. W. Norton in 2022. 
 

Dan Flores



Dakota Goodhouse

10:45 am - Cultural and Historical Significance of the American Bison
From his article “Remembering the Cannon Ball River” in On Second Thought, “The Lakota
people keep their collective memory alive in pictographic records called winter counts. One such
winter count, the Brown Hat Winter Count, reaches back to what ethnologists and historians
might call ‘myth-history,’ to circa 901 CE. This history reaches back hundreds of years and
recalls the arrival of the horse in 1692, the first horse-stealing raid in 1706, intertribal conflict,
contact with traders, smallpox, star falls, eclipses, comets, sun dances, white bison hunts,
conflicts with soldiers, treaties, the arrival of settlers, the boarding school and reservation era,
and human survival.” In his presentation, he will use this cultural, historical, and geographical
knowledge to paint a tapestry that will include, among many topics, the emergence of bison, the
significance of the bison to his and other tribes, the importance of White Buffalo Calf woman,
buffalo jumps, and the Buffalo Society. 

10:00 am - Bison: A Journey Through Deep Time
Bison are the iconic North American large mammal. But how did they get here? What is
their story? The arrival of bison had profound and long-lasting impacts on North American
landscapes. In the beginning, fossils and DNA evidence suggest that bison split into
multiple, diverse groups, and were quickly integrated into a mammal community of other
large herbivores like mammoths, horses, and camels. This community of megaherbivores
had an out-sized impact on their environments, adapted to a wide range of ecosystems
across the continent, and successfully responded to (sometimes drastic) changes in Ice
Age climates. All this changed at the end of the Pleistocene when other megafauna went
extinct, leaving bison as the largest terrestrial mammal in North America. In this
presentation, we will explore the journey of North American bison--from their first entry into
North America to the last millennium--through the lens of the fossil record and new
methods that have been developed to better understand their ecology and behavior. The
lessons we have learned from this record provide a deep time context for modern bison,
their population history, and current management issues.  

Dr. Chris Widga

Chris Widga is a paleontologist who studies deep time North American landscapes. Originally from Nebraska, Widga
completed a PhD at the University of Kansas with a focus on two things: the fossil record of bison, and the brief period of
overlap between people and extinct megafauna at the end of the last Ice Age. This was followed by nine years as curator
of geology at the Illinois State Museum where he developed a research program concentrating on the paleoecology and
extinction dynamics of Ice Age animals. For the last six years, Widga has been Head Curator at the Gray Fossil Site &
Museum at East Tennessee State University. His active research includes the history of North American grasslands,
bison population dynamics over the last 20,000 years, and the evolution and extinction of North American elephants such
as mammoths and mastodons.

Dakota Wind Goodhouse is an enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. Goodhouse has a B.A. in Theology and a
M.A. in History. He is a PhD candidate at NDSU in History. Goodhouse teaches U.S. History and Native American Studies at
United Tribes Technical College. He is the editor and writer of "The First Scout," a blog about the history and culture of the
Northern Plains. 



12:00 pm - Field Trip Synopsis: Southwest North Dakota 
From her Buffalo Trails in the Dakota Buttes, "The story of the buffalo - that powerful, resilient,
magnificent creature - is an American story. In large part it is an Indian story. For thousands of
years they flourished together, and as is fitting, Native Americans were in charge of the final
hunts."

Francie M. Berg is a teacher, historian and author of 17 books, with strong homestead and
ranching roots in the Old West. Born at home in the Missouri River Breaks, she grew up on a
Montana ranch and lives in Hettinger, North Dakota, within a few miles of her grandparents’
South Dakota homestead and the center of a fascinating buffalo heritage of which she writes
in Buffalo Trails in the Dakota Buttes and its companion book Buffalo Heartbeats Across the
Plains.

Francie Berg

12:45 pm - Destruction of the Bison
From his book The Destruction of the Bison, “On its surface, the encounter between the Old
and New Worlds that led to the destruction of the bison appears to be a simple matter: Indian
and Euroamerican hunters pushed the species to the brink of extinction for commercial profit.
In the nineteenth century, they slaughtered millions of bison and brought to market the
animals’ hides, meat, tongues, and bones. Like other environmental catastrophes in the
American West . . . the destruction of the bison was, in part, the result of the unsustainable
exploitation of natural resources.”

Andrew C. Isenberg is the Hall Distinguished Professor of American History at the University of
Kansas. He was born in Chicago and studied at St. Olaf College and Northwestern University. He
is a historian of the American West, American environmental history, and American Indian history.

Andrew Isenberg

12:30 pm - Day 3 Summary

Erik will present details on Day 3 at the North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum. This
day will be open to the public and will focus on cultural education opportunities.

Erik Holland

For over 35 years she has been researching buffalo, read most all the books on the subject, visited many public,
commercial and tribal herds, talked and visited with bison ranchers, climbed some of the most famous buffalo jumps in
the Rocky Mountains, US and Canada, and wrote three books about the buffalo. Her other books on western history
include: Montana Stirrups, Sage & Shenanigans; North Dakota Land of Changing Seasons; South Dakota Land of
Shining Gold; Wyoming Land of Echoing Canyons; and, Ethnic Heritage in North Dakota.

Francie Berg has worked as a county extension agent, and taught high school, college and adult education. A licensed
nutritionist and graduate of Montana State University in Bozeman, she has a master’s degree in Family Social Studies
and Anthropology from the University of Minnesota.



the Finance Officer to the Treasurer for the Oglala Sioux Tribe; a Business Manager for Red Cloud Indian School, as
well as a Business Manager for American Horse Indian School. In 1994 Ms. Abold returned home to South Dakota. 
Ms. Abold's educational background includes an MBA in Business Administration and a MM in Human Resource
Management. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from the University of South Dakota in
Vermillion.

Buffalo have been a part of her life and story for 20 years. It was through the Buffalo that her connection to her culture
and spirituality became visible. She continues to devote her career to the vision of seeing Buffalo on the land, believing
that the Buffalo are the connection for our people to believe in a better tomorrow and together we can help create a
reality that empowers us to live not only a better today but, inspires us to keep fighting for a better future for the people,
the land and the Buffalo. 

Arnell D. Abold, an enrolled member of the Oglala Lakota (Sioux) Tribe, has been appointed
to the position of the Business Development Director for Tanka Resilient Agriculture Company
(TRAC), a Tanka Fund Company.

Ms. Abold comes to TRAC and Tanka Fund with an extensive history and background in
buffalo restoration efforts and working with 75+ Tribes, tribal communities and community
members to return buffalo to tribal lands and the people. Her previous position was spent as
the Executive Director for 4 years (2017 - 2021) and 16 years (2001 -2017) as the Fiscal
Director of the InterTribal Buffalo Council. Ms. Abold's prior experience included experience as 

Brendan Moynahan is a Research Coordinator and Science Advisor with the Rocky
Mountains Cooperative Ecosystems Study Unit in Missoula, MT. He is the current Chair of
the Department of Interior’s Bison Working Group and also supports national-level
coordination on bison conservation and planning for the National Park Service (NPS). The
NPS mission is to preserve unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the
National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future
generations.

Corissa Busse holds the title of Western SD Conservation Manager. She works with forests
and grasslands and believes that nature and people "working the land" is critical to restoring
it. One of the most important aspects of her job is land management; this includes managing
a fire regime for the forests, which helps to protect the 56 communities at risk from fire
danger. The Nature Conservancy also manages the Whitney Preserve, which is the only
non-developed warm water parcel in the Black Hills. 

Panel Discussions

Arbell Abold

Brendan Moynahan

Corissa Busse

1:30 pm - Return of the Bison: A Panel Discussion
Panel discussion on the Department of Interior's long-term initiative to conserve the American Bison to tribal and
federal lands and in the issues, positive and negative, of restoring bison to the West.
Moderator: Erik Holland, State Historical Society of North Dakota



Taylor Syvertson serves as Director of Ending Hunger 2.0 at the Great Plains Food Bank.
Her team is focused on addressing the root causes of hunger like poverty, chronic disease,
and other structural disparities. That means working to advance solutions at the intersection of
hunger and health, reducing poverty through economic mobility efforts, advancing equity for
our neighbors who have been historically marginalized, and using representative research and
data to lift up the experience of hunger for our neighbors in need.
 
Taylor is an active member of the Community Development Society, Cass Clay Hunger
Coalition, Creating a Hunger Free North Dakota Coalition and current United Way Cass-Clay
35 Under 35 participant. Taylor is a proud NDSU alum and makes her home in Fargo with her
husband, Eric, and their son, Thalo. 

3:30 pm - Bison and Healthy Indian Communities: A Panel Discussion
A panel discussion on the healthy benefits of the return of the bison to Indian communities.
Moderator: Dr. Larry C. Skogen, President Emeritus, Bismarck State College

Taylor Syvertson,
Great Plains Food

Bank

Dr. Michael LeBeau
Sanford Health

Mike Faith was born to the late Mike and Clara (Walker) Faith Sr., the youngest of four
children. He was born and raised on the Standing Rock Reservation and currently resides on
his ranch north of Fort Yates, also known as the Long Soldier District. He is a descendant of
Knaskiyan Mani--Miles Crazy Walking, and Wmanomniduta’ -- Red Whirl Wind Woman. 

Mike is very active in the community, working with rodeos, bull ridings, horse racing and youth
activities. Keeping the western way of life alive on Standing Rock is one of his goals.
Mike serves on numerous committees such as, the North Dakota Buffalo Association Board of
Directors as an associate member, Dakota Territory Buffalo Association as a member, 
 Intertribal Buffalo Council Board (ITBC) of Directors as vice chairman. ITBC now has 70
tribes as members. He is very knowledgeable on the tribe’s buffalo herd. He earned his Indian
name “TaTanka Akicita” for his knowledge and love of this magnificent animal.

Mike also served on the Standing Rock Community School Board of Directors for 30 years and also had oversight of the
Emergency Task Force. He is a strong believer in education. He feels that “Education is the key to success." He still
considers himself a part time student at Sitting Bull College, taking a class or semester as needed. He received a
Certificate of Completion for the Entrepreneurial Fast Track Business Startup in April of 2014.

Mike was elected on Standing Rock Tribal Council in the fall of 1984 where he served for 11 years. He then left politics
the fall of 1995. He was selected as the Wildlife Enhancement Manager where he worked with the buffalo for 15 years.
Mike got back into politics in the fall of 2009, where he served as the Vice Chairman of Standing Rock for 4 years. In the
fall of 2013, he went back into the buffalo program for 2 more years. Again, in the fall of 2017 Mike was elected as the
Chairman of Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, where he served for 4 years. Mike did not seek re-election due to back issues
and the stress of Covid that had a dramatic impact on Standing Rock. Mike is currently semi-retired.

Mike Faith
TaTanka Akicita

“Buffalo Soldier” 
 

Michael LeBeau, (Cheyenne River Sioux) MD, serves as the system vice president of health
services operations, overseeing the administration of health services and is responsible for the
successful operations of the health services teams. Dr. LeBeau has been with Sanford Health
for 14 years. He began at Sanford as a physician specializing in kidney care as a nephrologist.
Prior to his current role, he served on the Sanford Board of Trustees and was a physician
leader as the vice president of clinics before serving as the President/CEO of the Bismarck
region of Sanford.

Dr. LeBeau graduated from the University of North Dakota, and completed his residency in
internal medicine at Gunderson Lutheran Medical Foundation in La Crosse, Wis. In addition, he
completed a nephrology fellowship at the University of Iowa and is board certified by the
American Board of Internal Medicine. He currently serves on the University of North Dakota
Foundation Board of Directors and as a director of the Otter Tail Corporation Board of
Directors. 
Dr. LeBeau and his wife, Michelle, have five children. In his spare time, he enjoys running and playing golf.



Passed by the 67th Legislative Assembly of the State of North Dakota in a 76-16 vote on
April 19, 2021, the Bill sets a new precedent in the state of North Dakota and serves as an
example of tribal-state partnerships in advancing Native education for all. The Bill includes
an active timeline for implementation of the new curriculum integration with the high school
requirement for graduation becoming effective in 2025.

MHA Nation and Mr. L. Kenneth Hall, President of Kingdom Business, a 501(c)3, in
partnership with Ms. Diana Cournoyer, Executive Director of National Indian Education
Association (NIEA), have taken the lead role to coordinate the immediate next steps
following the Bill passage and are gathering leaders, educators, administrators, elders and
veterans to begin framing the work for curriculum writing.

North Dakota SB  2304

The Dakota Bison Symposium supports SB 2304 and recordings from both day 1 and day 2 will be utilized in curriculum
development for teachers toward that bill. 

Evening Reception

Kevin Locke (Tokaheya Inajin in Lakota translation “First to Rise”) is a world famous
visionary Hoop Dancer, preeminent player of the Indigenous Northern Plains flute,
traditional storyteller, cultural ambassador, recording artist and educator. Kevin is Lakota
and Anishnabe. While his instructions were received from his immediate family and
community, from extended family in every part of the world Kevin has learned many
lessons in global citizenship and how we each can draw from our individual heritages to
create a vibrant, evolving global civilization embracing and celebrating our collective
heritage.

With nearly 40 years of performing to over hundreds of thousands of people in over 90
countries, Kevin Locke’s concerts and presentations at performing art centers, festivals,
schools, universities, conferences, state and national parks, monuments and historic
sites, powwows and reservations number in the hundreds annually.

6:15 pm - 7:00 pm - Dance and Native Flute by Kevin Locke

Daniel Glick is an Emmy-winning director, producer, writer, cinematographer and editor
who has worked on projects of all types including documentaries, narrative films,
comedies, commercials and web series.

These projects have garnered more than a dozen awards and span a range of topics that
Daniel is passionate about: social justice, indigenous rights, wildlife, the arts, science,
conservation, and prison reform.

His first feature documentary film, A Place to Stand: The True Story of Poet Jimmy
Santiago Baca, broadcast nationally on PBS in 2018, and three of his most recent
personal projects - Our Last Refuge, Iniskim, and Bring Them Home - are all short films
set on the Blackfeet Reservation that he worked on with Blackfeet tribal members. He is
currently working on a feature documentary about the Blackfoot Confederacy's work to
bring wild bison back to their ancestral lands.

Eighty percent of Kevin’s presentations are performed thru the educational system and shared with children of all
ages in schools, community centers and festivals internationally. As a folk artist, he uses his talents to teach others
about his specific tribal background. His special joy is working with children on the reservations to ensure the survival
and growth of indigenous culture.

Kevin Locke
(Tokaheya Inajin)

Daniel Glick

7:00 pm - Bring Them Home & Iniskim 
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Special Thank You to:

Photography: Bison photographic enlargements around the Heritage Center
captured by Kat Weinert Photography, use courtesy of the 
Dakota Buttes Museum. 

Bus Storytellers: Kevin Locke (Lakota and Anishnabe)
Dakota Goodhouse (Standing Rock Sioux)



On display outside of the Heritage Center is a tipi, from
the State Historical Society of North Dakota. This canvas
tipi is the size to accommodate a family up to perhaps 8.
These dwellings would have been made of bison hides
(12-16 in number) sewn together with sinew until canvas
became readily available on the plains with steamboat
shipments beginning in the 1830s. 

In addition, there will be a bison hide tipi on loan from
Knife River Indian Villages. There will also be a bull boat
and a winter count.



Notes



1) Art Exhibit
2) Breakfast, Lunch
3) Lecture Hall
4) Day 1 reception, Kevin Locke Performance
5) Bison Slideshow

North Dakota Heritage Center Map
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6) Buffalo Sheet Music Traveling Exhibit
7) Virtual Reality Herd Experience
8) Bus pick-up location for Day 2
9) Outdoor Ampitheater/Tipis

Interested in seeing an interactive
version of the historic sites for the tour
on day 2? 

Step 1: Scan the QR code to the left
using your phone's camera. You'll be
prompted to download Google Earth. 
Step 2: Once Google Earth is
downloaded, you will be taken to an
interactive map of the tour sites for day
2. Zoom in to see "from above" and
prepare questions to keep your guides
on their toes!

On Saturday, come an take a virtual reality
walk through a bison herd in Theodore
Roosevelt National Park! Courtesy of 
Be More Colorful, this VR experience allow
participants the experience of encountering a
herd up close and personal!
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